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before use to heat these bottles in water to boiling, and allow
them to cool in it, to lessen the risk of their cracking during an
extraction, and it is often difficult to get bottles which will stand
the test. The bottle is closed with a rubber cork, through which
pass two glass tubes ; one through which water is introduced
extending about half an inch below the cork to prevent the cold
water coming in direct contact with the heated sides of the
bottle ; while the other, which serves as an outflow, almost reaches
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the bottom of the bottle, where it is widened to a funnel-shaped
end, which in use is covered with a piece of the silk gauze used
by millers. Above the cork both are bent at right angles for
connection with other tubes. In use a layer of about 2 cm. of
fine sand (purified by digestion with hydrochloric acid and
washing), is first introduced into the bottle, and then the weighed
quantity of ground tanning material. The funnel-tube and cork
are now inserted, any slight disarrangement of the layers being of
no consequence, as the sand speedily settles to the bottom on